Play with Color
Color is everywhere! Look for chances to add color vocabulary and experiences to
your day. It's easy! Here are a few ideas to get you started!

-Make a color wheel using magazine clippings.
-Use food coloring to mix rainbow frosting.
-Make a collage out of paint chip samples.
-Collect nature finds and classify them as warm or cool colors.
-Use sidewalk chalk plus water to mix colors.
-Drop food coloring or liquid watercolor onto paper towels and watch the colors
overlap and mix.
-Cut shapes out of colored transparent file folder plastic or cellophane and play with
them on a light box or a window.
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Explore Color at KTC
Follow the links below for more "color" projects and printables at the Kitchen
Table Classroom.

Use these free color mixing charts to see how many unique colors you can make!
https://www.kitchentableclassroom.com/color-mixing-chart/
Make your own paint colors with this sidewalk chalk recipe.
https://www.kitchentableclassroom.com/sidewalk-chalk-paint-a-diy-recipe/
This unusual abstract painting with markers method is great for mixing colors.
https://www.kitchentableclassroom.com/abstract-painting-for-kids/
Experiment with color mixing on coffee filters.
https://www.kitchentableclassroom.com/color-mixing-on-coffee-filters/
Experiment with warm and cool colors using these fun watercolor techniques.
https://www.kitchentableclassroom.com/watercolor-techniques-kids/
Dip dye tissue paper for some awesome tie dye designs and color mixing.
https://www.kitchentableclassroom.com/tissue-paper-tie-dye/
Print this free printable color theory book for your kids to work on independently!
https://www.kitchentableclassroom.com/color-theory-printable-book/
Use Sharpie marker and rubbing alcohol for these super vibrant bursts of color on
fabric!
https://www.kitchentableclassroom.com/permanent-marker-color-bursts-onfabric/
Use oil pastels like oil paints by adding one simple ingredient!
https://www.kitchentableclassroom.com/oil-pastels-a-new-way-to-paint/
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Books about Color
Mouse Paint by Ellen Stoll Walsh (This is part of a super cute series!)
Little Blue and Little Yellow by Leo Lionni
Mix It Up! by Herve Tullet
White Rabbit’s Color Book by Alan Baker (series)
The Day the Crayons Quit by Drew Daywalt (series)
My Many Colored Days by Dr. Seuss
A Day with No Crayons by Elizabeth Ruch and Chad Cameron
A Color of His Own by Leo Lionni
Rainbow Stew by Cathryn Fallwell
The Rainbow Book by Kate Ohrt
Swatch: The Girl Who Loved Color by Julia Denos
Color Dance by Ann Jonas
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Color & the Artist
We will be relating the concept of color to the work of Sonia Delaunay who is
known for her use of color and geometric shapes
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Color & the Artist
Sonia Delaunay
Russian-French
1885-1979
Sonia was married to Robert Delaunay. Their work sometimes looked strikingly similar.
They both worked in a style known as "Orphism." Orphism featured geometric shapes
and focused on the use of light and color.
Sonia Delaunay studied at art academies in both Germany and Paris, but her interest in
abstract art began after making a patchwork blanket for her newborn son in 1911. The
bits and pieces evoked a cubist feel which she went on to apply to other artwork.
Delaunay was the only woman to have an exhibition at the Louvre Museum in her own
lifetime. This occurred in 1964.
Besides fine art Delaunay was known for her textile and dress design, pottery decoration,
stage sets, and illustrations. She applied her artistic intentions to all areas of her life.

Books about Delaunay
Sonia Delaunay: A Life of Color
by Cara Manes, Fatinha Ramos
Madame Sonia Delaunay: A Pop-Up Book
by Gérard Lo Monaco

Web Resources
http://www.theartstory.org/artist-delaunay-sonia.htm
https://www.thefamouspeople.com/profiles/sonia-delaunay-5625.php
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Color & the Artist
This patchwork quilt was the beginning of Delaunay's focus on
geometric shapes in her artwork. Can a quilt be a work of art
itself?

Baby Quilt, 1911, Delaunay

Circular Forms, 1885, Robert Delaunay

Sonia and Robert Delauny were a husband and wife
team, both artists and members of an art movement
called Orphism.
Their work often looked very similar. What
differences can you see? How do you think this
helped or hurt their art careers?
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Color & the Artist

Petite Automne, 1938, 1971, Sonia Delaunay
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Color & the Artist
Materials
Pencil
Paper
Compass or circles to trace
Oil Pastels
Watercolor Paints

Painting like Delaunay
Delaunay's art is recognizable by it's use of repeated geometric shapes and bold use of
color.
Delaunay's body of work that we are focusing on is considered non-objective. A nonobjective artwork is not meant to represent a real life object.
Delaunay used color as her form of expression, often matching primary colors with their
complement.
We're going to create a non-objective composition using a variety of circles shapes, plus
a few straight lines.
Bright colors, in complementary pairs, will be added in the form of both oil pastels and
watercolor paints.
If oil pastels are not available substitute crayons.
Always use what you have!
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Color & the Artist
Gather a compass and pencil or a variety of circle shaped objects to trace.
Start by drawing a couple of large circles on the page. Let some of them go off the page. Fill
in with two or three smaller circles. Don't create shapes that are too tiny in this step. Oil
pastels aren't good for detail work!
Next, draw some concentric circles inside the larger circles.

Use a ruler to draw one or two straight lines across your paper. Try to divide some of the
larger circles in half, but don't worry about dissecting them all.
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Color & the Artist
Use oil pastels in complementary colors to make these circles "pop!"
Complements are directly opposite each other on the color wheel. When placed next to
each other they provide contrast.

Use oil pastels to color in the circles. Use complementary color pairs on the circles that are
divided in half.
Not every color is a simple primary or secondary color. There are also tertiary colors like
blue -green, blue -violet, red-violet, red-orange, yellow-orange, &yellow-green. Notice
these tertiary colors are each made up of one primary and one secondary color mixed
together.
Challenge your child to see if they can figure out the complements of those tertiary colors
too.
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Color & the Artist

Use watercolor paints to fill in the background of your composition.
Pay attention to the straight lines drawn with a ruler. Alternate areas complementary colors
in the background using these lines as a guide.
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